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ouples seeking babies

run into adoption scam

FROM PAGE A-1

bies to adopt,” she said, “It's only
this one bad attorney who hurt”

Jacober is known to the US. State
Department. A spokesman said yes-
terday that he had received at least
43 complaints abeut Jacober over
the last few years.

Fled to Israel

“They started to come in about
two years ago,” James Callahan, a
spokesman for the State Depart-
ment, said yesterday, “and they all
accused Mr. Jacober of not deliver-
ing babies that he promised after

Jacober’s fee usually was $5,000 to
$6,000 per adoption, Callahan said.

Officials at the U.S. Embassy in
Santiago yesterday said that Ja-
cober and his girlfriend, former
Chilean judge Yvonne Guttierez Pa-
vas, have fled to Israel.

Chilean authorities have notified
Interpol, the international police
agency, to be on the lookout for Ms.
Pavas, whom they charge with
“malfeasance in office in connection
with endangering minors.”

U.5. and Chilean officials alleged
yesterday that Ms. Pavas forged
court papers for children that Ja-
cober bought from impoverished
parents. Ms. Pavas allegedly forged
the papers while she was a judgein a
rural province 50 miles from San-
tiago.

However, there are no charges
against Jacober, because American
victims would have to travel to San-
tiago to sign complaints in person, a
Chilean official said yesterday.

‘A good record’

““We ran several checks on Mr. Ja-
cober and notified our embassy in
Santiago to look into his dealings,
but he fled the country before we
could confront him with any of the
couples who said they were victim-
ized,” Callahan said yesterday.

Callahan said that Jacober had for
many years dealt with legitimate
adoption agencies in the United
States and Canada “and had a good
record of securing children for many
couples, but something happened to
him over the past two years.”

What happened, American and
Chilean officials in Santiago said,
was that he overextended himself
and couldn't deliver all the babies
and children that he promised to
American, Canadian, and Australian
couples. . _

A Chilean justice official, who
wouldn't give his name, sald yester-
day that Jacober “for many years
had built up a good reputation as an
adoption attorney, but he went crazy
the last few years. I think he prom-
ised too many babies to too many
people, and he panicked when he
couldn't deliver.”

If Jacober and Ms. Pavas are in
Israel, “the chances are that he will
never face any charges on the adop-
tion scheme,” said Jane Koblitska,
the U.S. consul general in Santiago.

She added that extradition pro-
ceedings wouldn’t be instituted
against Ms. Pavas because the “na-

Rules vary
on foreign
adoptions

A total of 7,314 foreign children
were adopted by Americans in 1983,
up 1,378 from the year before, says
the U.S. Immigration and Natural-
ization Service (INS).

But the majority of the children,
who are 16 and younger, come from
only a handful of nations, Cathy
Boothe, an INS spokeswoman, said

y.

Figures from 1983 were the most
recent available, she said.

“While most nations allow for-
eigners to adopt children, a great
majority of them have stringent
rules as well as very few available
children,” Ms. Boothe said.

She said Colombia led the list of
nations sending children to U.S. fam-
ilies in 1983, with 1,019. Korea fol-
lowed, with 548, and India was next
at 388. '

Only 172 Chilean children were
adopted by Americans in 1983, she
said, adding that a couple trying to
obtain a Chilean child “might face
more frustrations than in other
countries.”

Ms. Boothe stressed that any cou-
ples secking to adopt a child in a
foreign country should contact the
US. Embassy and US. officials
there for the names of reputable go-
betweens who could assist in the pro-
cess, which can be complicated.

“Depending on the country, it
could take months or even years for
an American to adopt a baby,” Ms.
Boothe said. She added that “the best
place to start is with reputable U.S.
agencies such as the U.S. Catholic
Conference or various adoption

agencies who have expertise in those
gpuntries.” "
y 4 TOM TOOLEN

ture of the charges against her are
civil, not criminal, so extradition is
very difficult.”

A spokeswoman for the Israeli
consulate in New York said yester-
day that she had no knowledge of the
case, because extradition has not
been sought.

It is thought that Jacober, who is
Jewish, is seeking citizenship in Is-
rael. Ms. Pavas’'s religion is not
known.

“It's a shame that so many people
were hurt, but | wouldn't want this
experience to turn people off from
adopting foreign-born children,”
Mrs. Szakacs said.

The Szakacses since have adopted
three children, 22-month-old twins
Dana and Alison from El Salvador
and 6-month-old Nicole from a Chil-
ean family.

“This time we didn’t put any mon-
ey up front, and we thoroughly
checked out the lawyer,” said Mrs.

Szakacs.

“The United States has so few chil-
dren for couples to adopt that going
overseas is the only choice for many
people who can't have their own

is a police officer with the Port Au-
thority of New York and New Jer-
sey, were told by the Spence-Chapin
agency in New York that only 35
in.futswmnnihhlefori,ﬂdﬂ cou-

ples. ‘
“That's when we turned to Chile,"
she said.
Ms. Koblitska had a word of warn-

ing for couples seeking to adopt in
country:
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Staff photo by Klaus-Pater Steitz

Robert and Michelle Szakacs with Nicole, 6 months, and twins Alison and Dana, nearly 2.

INfimate Apparel
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How can vou afford 1o shop an

Chargeg at Ohrbach’s NEW YORK, QUEENS CEN'I?. WESTBURY, L.I., PARAMUS, NLJ., WAYNE, N.J., WOODBRIDGE, N.J.
ders. Use your handy Ohrbach’s Charge Plate! We also accept American Express, Diner's Club. MasterCard & Viso

ok

No mail or phone

| 25% Bras & ’%,';@,
off Panties N

Stock up & save on a wardrobe full including: bikinis, hiphug-

ot
£ 5%

gers, briefs, tap pants; basic & contemporary bras, bra/bikini

sets, branded bras & panties with their original priced fixed

fickets!

Panties Reg. 199-799 NOW 1.49-599
Bras Reg.299-1399 NOW 2.24-10.49
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Selected Sleepwear & Robes

25% to 331/3 %off b

Famous Maker selected sleepwear
Orig. 1999-3499 NOW 14.99-2199

Famous Maker satin long wrap robe.
Orig. 3499 NOW 2499

100% cofton terry waltz length robes.
Orig. 3999 NOW 2999

ere else
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