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. MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD -

SUB.T ECT N Dmcussmn of Ch:l.lean Pohta.cal S:tuat:.on

PAR'I‘ICIPANTS° R1chard Helms , D:Lrector of CIA L

[BACKGROUND

- The Clnlean pres1derrl:1a1 electmn was held on 4 September s
YT 1970. Socialist Senator Salvador Allende, the candidate of the

P : Popular Unity, (UP) - a.coalition of the pro-Cuban Socialist Pa.rty

- . (PS), the Communist Party (PCCh), the leftist-led Radiéal Party

. "(PR) and other small’ leftist groups - won a plurality (36.3%) of

the votes cast in'a th:ee-way race, Jorge Alessandri, mdependént

. R candzda.te of the ‘center right, mcludmg the National Party (PN),
) o ‘was. generally expected to come in first, but was a close second -

v o with 35% Radomu-o Tomie, candlda.te of the Chnst:an Democratm

‘Party (PDC),. came m  third: w1th 27.8%. - o

_ - }Tpprove“d for Reiease
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e The Ch11ea.n constztut;on requues that 'because no ca.mhdate
- recezved a ma;or:ty of the votes ‘cast, the Congress will meet on -
o ::24 October to electa presuient from the two top vote-getters. The
: if"'jC““ngress has’ selected the'top’ Vote- gette: on the three occasions '~
in this century when no cand:Ldate rece1ved the requu'ed ma;onty
L Alessandr:t has sa1d pubhcly that 1f Congress electe him- pres1dent
"he will res1gn, thereby forcmg a new presuient:al ection'in which
‘he would not be a ca.nd;da.te. 7 Tom:. s the Chr:st:a.n Democra.t:l.c '

~—to Tun on- ’eptember, wou .ua : : essancu-l :
S _'were elected by the. Cougress and fhen res:.gned. Fre:. has Baid tha.tf S

S _const1tut1ona11y he cannot recogmze _hyone as presn!ent unhl after ,

.7 the Congress ha ""“.voted. At present the PDC holds the 75 smng votes
- m Congress ] : : o T e

 Holng sttend

' ) LT Za._':‘.,_-':"Reason for AIeSSandn's Loss e ;{. S -

the Alessandr:. forces had fa11ed to get ou.t the precmct 'j
vote. Women voters prohably compnsed the bulk of the PR




5’%_1ncrease over the 1964 abstentzlon figure. - -

hat it was "“too bad that we- could not ‘have been
_allowed to take votes away from Tomic.”" This was.a .

‘ reference to the U. S. :Government caveat ‘which hm:.ted
efforts on our behali to.an ant:.-AIlende cam=- .
pa1gn w:d:h no d1rect support to Alessandrr. - S

-.b Poss1b111ty of Const1tutmnal Solut:ton -

On e1ect10n mght, Frex, aﬂ:er allowmg Allende

; to have a v1ctory parade, heard" of Alessandr;'s plan to

_try to win the pre szdency on 24 October and’ then. step down
" in Iavor of a new elechon whtch would probably find Fre1

opposmg Allende. Frei sent Bernardo Lezghton, an influen~ -

“'tial Christian Democrat national deputy as his emissary

to Alessandn. ’I‘he1r discussions resulted in Alessandri's
" statement issued several days later 9 September) that he -
was not concedmg to Allende and that he would resign if
. elected by the Congress. : The chances -of Alessandrz's
. '-bemg named premdent are shm. , Allenr.le needs ‘at” most }
S only 18 add1t10nal Corxgressmnal votes to secure his’ v1ctory o

- .in the full Congress of 200. - Alessandrr, on the other hand,
needs to attract 58 votes,’ most of them from the PDC. :

Frei.is “scared blue" of Allende's com’:ng to power, bnt

- -he can only count on 20 PDC: Congressmen to vote for - .

Alessandri. .Qhas heard that some people may be

. Ygetting SCared. The Commumsts are: cu'culatmg black-

- 1lists with the’ names of PDC. bureaucrats. These blackhsts -
‘may boomerang agamst the. Commumsts to'the. extéent that
‘,.PDC Congres smen who were neutral-or mcl:l.ned to vote for

!re'ssan&rr-- e e P




The Congressional route to preverit Allende from
- coming to power, while remote, should not be ignored, but
it entails the following risks: .

L4

S . 1) It might not work, and then what? (The new
president takes office on 4 November.)}

2) Some Congressmen might move too soon or
| announce tlieir intention prematurely, thereby
- . : : . triggering the Communists to "move into the streets.'!

3) Retilje& Gene:‘:a_l Roberto Viaux, leader of the

onle other nut'' might try to stage a coup,
thereby precluding any serious effort. (Comment:

Viaix, in October 1969, led a 24~hour rebellion of
the Tacna Artillery Regiment in Santiago to express
military dissatisfaction with its poor pay and equip- °
ment. The rebellion ended without bloodshed when the
government promised to meet some of Viaux's demands.
o . Viaux had widespread moral support because of overall
: I . _ chs satisfaction in the military. He was convicted of
. - "mlhta.ry rebellion" and eventually placed on parole.
: At present he does not appear to have substantial
E support among active duty military personnel )

! ' ' o e. Tunmg for Pos sible M:.htary Action

By mid- October -after the PDC Congress, it should
appen.on 24 Octobar inthe.Congress.
"Can we run the risk that the Alessandri/
Frei plan will work?"
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